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Cancer of the Colon and Rectum

The colon is also called A2 & == 2 EXetn
the large bowel or large FE27| gch A2
intestine. It is the lower 5 2517| HES st 229

to 6 feet of the digestive
system. The last 8 to

10 inches of the colon

is the rectum. Colon
cancer, sometimes called
colorectal cancer, is
cancer that starts in the
large intestine or rectum.
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Cancer cells are & MZECHE dYE

abnormal cells. Cancer
cells grow and divide
more quickly than healthy
cells. Some cancer
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4\) Large intestine (colon)
RIx

cells may form growths st

called tumors. All tumors  Anus e HNE2 el X2t o™

increase in size, but some NES MHs| AHELCH &

tumors grow quickly, MEZE2 A utHE

others slowly. Some SHM 2| CHE REC=E

cancer cells spread to other parts of the HEL|CH

body through the blood and lymph systems.

Signs PSES

Cancer of the colon and rectum often has no A% 2 42 Z3H0| e Bt

signs. See your doctor if you have any of B&LICt ofgiet 22 EF 7 /IeH

these signs: O|Atof|H ZIEE o dA|.

- Dark or bright red blood in or on the stool o CHEHO| HHLE MHES 1|7t E0{4Ct

« Diarrhea or constipation that does not go o AAL} BHH[7} AF2FXR|X] L 7HLE CHEA
away or other changes in bowel habits &0 CHE #H3t

« Pain in the lower abdomen « O}EHHlol S& 0] QLCt
« Frequent gas pains, pressure, fullness or - FRO| 7L S, &y, TP E=

S0l Hot

o

« Loss of weight for no reason - HRIREAANSO| ZAE

cramps in abdomen
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« Feel tired or lack energy o I|ZstHLE 7|230] gict

« Stools are more narrow than usual for - GAECH b= CHHO| HE o4
more than a few days. This may be from HSECH 2Eol e 30| O Held
a tumor in the rectum. = ULt

Types of tumors S FF

Tumors found in the colon or rectum can be ZAZOILE Y M LHE SL2

benign or malignant. LHO[ALE & = U&LICt

« Benign tumors are not cancer. They o Sd B2 olotLict Fd FL2
do not spread to other parts of the body. FO|OHE R o2 HX|X| g=Ct
They can be removed by surgery. Cysts =2 MHE = Ut GZ = AHO|
are benign tumors that contain fluid. Eofle & FYo|ct

 Malignant tumors are cancer. Cancer « 4Y B2 AYoIch Ad FL2 2A
from these tumors may grow into the MZL 7| E= Aoz FHE5H0]
nearby tissues, organs or blood. HEg =+ ot

Tests AAt

If your doctor thinks you may be at risk for O 7L & == QUCHT of 45t B2 JtK|

cancer, you may have some of these tests: AALE gHAH Euct.

* Medical history where your doctor will « B oJAlE FEot 2[F ¢loi| #tstod
ask you questions about your signs and & E et
risk factors - A ZAOAHE BUS 7 2 RE

 Physical exam with a rectal exam HHE £7I8 ez Z 20 4 lstod o
where the doctor inserts a gloved finger Z0| Hsl=7tE 2t
into your rectum to feel for lumps. o SANZAX LYA|A Jt= 1 Qo5 ot A

 Sigmoidoscopy where a thin, flexible etoz 4 elstod A% ot FES Soitt
tube is put into your rectum to let the 2L}
doctor see inside the lower part of your o ZZAZUUAIA It S9d5 pte X
colon. ooz ahelsto AE ©AIE SoiC

* Colonoscopy where a thin, flexible tube =Ct.
is put into your rectum to let the doctor o MFZA ASAl HAAIROE TR MES
see the entire length of the colon. =504 QM Z 7} QI=K| BHQISHE

* Biopsy where samples of tissue are o SoH Z{A} SHO| WOfL} 2 AIE[QiT ZHo
removed for testing in a lab to check for 7ls0| Yottt £227} &Holsto),

cancer cells.

e Blood tests to check blood loss and how
well the liver is working.
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If a tumor is found, your doctor may order
other tests to see if the cancer has spread to
other parts of the body.

Treatment

After all of your tests are done, your doctor
will talk with you about the results. If your
tests show cancer, your doctor will talk to
you about treatments that are best for you.

The most common treatments:

* Surgery is done to remove the tumor.
The kind of surgery will depend on the
location and size of the tumor. Often, the
part of the colon with cancer is removed.

* Radiation therapy is used to stop or
slow the growth of cancer. It is often used
after surgery to destroy any cancer cells
that may remain.

* Chemotherapy uses medicines to Kkill
cancer cells. These medicines are given
by mouth, by injection into a muscle or
vein, or directly into the affected organ to
help kill cancer cells.

You may have one or more cancer
treatments. Some patients have
surgery followed by radiation therapy or
chemotherapy.

Other drug treatments that may used in
certain cases include:

* Immunotherapy, also called biotherapy,
uses natural substances made by the
body’s immune system. These may Kill
cancer cells, slow their growth, or help
your immune system fight the cancer in a
better way.

* Targeted therapy uses drugs to find
and attack cancer cells without harming
normal cells.
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Follow up care =5 #o
Regular visits with your doctor are important. O|MH H7 Mo = FIFEE= Z[O|
SELct

During your teatment, your visits may

include blood tests, x-rays and other tests. S E A0l &H AL CT A7, 8 A AR O

Report any problems to your doctor between 2 TJ8kof CHE HAES wELCH 42

visits. Atolof| ofH EXELE U T o|Ato|A|

After your cancer treatment, your visits may EnstdAlR.

include other tests to watch for changes in 2 X2 Foi| T Yo HEE X[HET| fEt

your health. SHMo = J|Et HAIE 27| 2l Y= =
A&LICE.

Talk to your doctor or nurse if you have
any questions or concerns.
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